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NARRATIVE 


OF THE ROYAL PROCESSION TO THE 


HOUSE. PEERS, 


October the 29th, 1795. 


TO WHICH Is ADDED, AN ACCOUNT OF THE 
| MARTIAL PROCESSION TO 


COVENT-GARDEN 
THEATRE, * 


On the Evenins of the zoth, 


% WVaft thou not afraidt to flreich forth ine hand againſi the Lord's 
, anointed,” 


, Davip. 


& Better is a Poor Child, than an old and 9817 King who vill not 
66 be admoniſhed.”? : | 


SoLoMON, 


„ The Prince that wanteth ee, . 4 great Oppreſſor* 


66 But riches profit not in the 4 
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. N Thurſday the 2gth of October, 1795, being the 

day appointed for opening the Seiſions of Parliament, 
an immenſe number of people of all ranks, ſuppoſed to be 
at leaſt 200, oo, aſſembled in the Park ang Avenues, 
through which his Majeſty was accuſtomed to paſs. 


About a quarter after two o'Clock, the K IN entered 
the State Coach in the Palace Court, and proceeded through 
St. James's- Gate, guarded by the Yeomen, Life-Guards, 
and a hoſt of Thief-rakers. On his entering the Street, 
the multitude aſſailed him (without any offence on his part) 
with Hiffes and Groans, and other. marks of Diſaffection. 
The Proceſſion paſſed down Cleveland- Row, and into the 
Park, amidſt the continual Cry of * Down with George, 
No King, No Putt, No War, Bread, Bread, Peace, Peace ! 
and many Stones were thrown at the Lords“ Anointed / | 


Several perſons exalted ſmall Loaves of Bread upon Sticks, 
decorated with Black Crape. . On the proceſſion paſſing the 
Horſe-Guards, the Iron Gates were immediately ſhut ; the 
people eager to accompany their Sapient Monarch, flew to 
the different Avenues, but lo, the hand of Power, had 
locked the Gates. But Gates and Bars cannot incloſe an 
enthuſiaſtic people: ſome ſcaled the Iron Partitions, others 
broke the Locks, and laid the Acceſs open, and joined the 
Cavalcade. A Lady at a Window waving a White Hang- 
* Kerchief, exclaimed “ God Save the King,” immediately a 

Stone was levelled at the Window, which went through the 
double Glaſs of the upper Saſh into the Room, but provi- 
dentially the zealous Female, was not killed: one or two 
others whoſe Loyalty could not be reſtrained, and who cal- 
led down bleflings on the Father of his People, were levelled 
with the ground, by the enemies of our Glorious and envia- 
ble Conſiitutions ; 


Is 
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In Parliament- Street, two or three of the glaſſes of the 
Royal Coach were broke, and others covered with mud and 
dirt. Near the Ordinance- Office, a Ball, as is ſuppoſed 
from an Air-Gun, from one of the Houſes, made a round 
hole through one of the Glaſles, intended no doubt to aſ- 
ſaſſinate our Sacred and Dread Sovereign. At length he ar- 
rived amid the greateſt inſults at the Houſe of Peers, where 
he diſembogued himſelf of a Leſſon taught him by his Mi- 
niſters, and which was read. over by our Heaven-born Pre= 
mier, to his friends the preceding Evening. In it de- 
<< ſtruCtion is denounced againſt that Nation of Atheifts 

© and Regicides, with whom we are at War, It calleth 
«< for large ſupplies, to enable him to exterminate that Un- 
<< godly Race. It rejoiceth in the THE CHECK Which the 
© FRENCH have received this Campaign in ITALY and GER- 
© MANY, and affeQeth much ſorrow at the great Scarcity 
of Corn, with which it would make us believe, Provi- 
c dence has afflifted us in our late harveſt, by which the 
os poor ſubjects of Cotham are deſtitute of the neceſlaries of 
ie. | | 


It is ſaid, that as ſoon as ever his moſt dread Majeſty en- 
tered the avenues of the Houſe of Peers, he exclaimed, 
Here is uſage ! Am I ſafe now?” However, it is cer- 
tain that on approaching the ſeat of the Lord Chancellor, 
the firſt words he uttered were, My Lord, I, I, ve been 
ſhot at! !”—The noble and dignified Lords afforded him 
all the conſolation and ſympathy in their power; and as a 
proof that the Lords were much more alarmed than the Lords? 
Anointed, they ' were not able to proceed upon the ordinary 
buſineſs of the day, till they had done the honour of exa- 
mining a few of the rabble at their own Bar, who were ap- 
prehended for hifling and throwing ſtones at his Moſt Sacred 
| Majefty. About Three o'clock the Guns announced his 
return to the carriage. The populace, (unruly as ſchool- 
boys on breaking- up days) no ſooner ſaw him ſeated, than 
they ſet up a moſt hideous yell, almoſt as horrible as the roar- 
ing of Ætna; and if his Patient and Graciaus Majeſiy, had 
not (in compariſon of ſpeaking) been poſſeſſed of the cou- 
Sage of Mags with the ſtrength of HERourEs, he certainly 
he inevitably muſt then have fallen a victim to their mon- 
{trous rude behaviour. He returned however 10 the place from 
i e - whence 


4 

whence he came, amid the execrations of this wicked con- 
greſs : their noiſe increaſing as their numbers multiplied, 
until he arrived near what was once called „ crete Hoſpi- 
tal not for Lunatics, but Leprous Maidens.— Here one would 
have ſuppoſed that his fears would have ſubſided. But alas! 
. the mighty, the dread Potentate, is ſubject to all the fears of 
a mere Mortal. For as an officious Female haſtily thruſt 
her head out of one of the windows of a publick houſe in 
Cleveland-Row, vociferouſly bawling out. God bleſs your 
' Majefly!” this loyal effuſion was taken for the ſignal of a 
2 attack, and Gop's Repreſentative upon earth (as he is 
tiled by Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons) ftarted backwards 
1n his carriage, pale and aghaſt, his countenance betraying 
all the ſymptoms of horror and diſmay. 

On entering the Palace, and changing wigs, he proceed - 
ed down the back ſtairs, conſecrated to the feet of Burr, 
JaenKinson, TEMPLE, and PiTT, and into a chariot ſtand- 
ing at the private door. Unfortunately the Lords' Anointed 
was diſcovered on his return to the Queen's Houſe, and 
ftopped by his outragious ſubjects; who, horrible to relate 
were proceeding to lay their Harpy hands on The Repreſen- 
tative of the King of Heaven, when a party of his life - guards 
came trotting up, upon ſignal from theFootmen, and reſcu- 
ed (without any bloodſhed) their royal Maſter from the 
hands of the hungry Rabble, whoſe continual cry was, 
Bread ' Bread] and No War! And if PtTT could then have 
been found by the populace, he certainly would have met 
with the fate of IEFTRIES that upright Fudge, in James the 
Second's reign. One of theſe wicked ones, abſolutely had 
the audacity to pull open the door of the King's Carriage. 


At length he arrived under eſcort of his Body-Guard at 
the Queen's Houſe, amid the greateſt tumult ever heard in 
this Iſle. Many of his faithful ſubjects, with the Lords of 
the Bedchamber, the Lords in waiting, the Prieſthood, the 
whole Band of Placemen and Penſioners, were under the 
greateſt apprehenſiops for his Health and Safety. But here, 
« Alas! (he exclaimed) I have been moſt cruelly and un 
deſervedly treated. | | 

The only accident that happened, during this day of 
« Horror, Tumult and Diſmay,” was, one of the King's 


Grooms being run over by the State Coach. ”*% 
| | he 
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The rabble not contented with aſſaulting the argu/? perſon 
of the Sovereign in Pall Mall, broke all the Glaſs and Pan- 
nels of the State Coach, on its way to the Mews, and f- 
crilegiouſly ſold the pieces for three-pence or fix-pence each, 

according to the fize ; and if a ſtrong party of Horſe had not 
arrived, the whole would have been demoliſhed. . f 


Beſides other venders of Democrat ie publications about the 
Park, there was a vile mi ſcreant near the Palace Gate, with 
a breàt bundle of Books and Papers, crying out, ee 
Rights of Man for a Penny.“ He was ſeized by an officer of 
the guards, but inſtead of being aided and affiſted to bring 
the wretch to condign puniſhment, this zealous officer was 
immediately knocked down, while the Beok/ellcr was exalted 
upon a window ſhutter, and carried about in triumph, amid 
the acclamations of the Populace, 8 8 2 9222 


What is remarkable, a number of perſons dreſſed like the 
Foot Guards when not on Duty, where ſeen mixed with the 
People, and joining in the general uproar. If they were real 
ſoldiers, what monſtrous ingratitude, to aſſiſt in diſturbing 
the peace of ſo kind a King and Maſter, by whoſe bounty, 
and not that of the Nation, they are cloathed and fed, and who 
protects them from being whipped like Dogs, or uſed like 
Slaves, and in ſhort, whoſe ſervice is peſect Freedom. 

From the foregoing Narrative, let Subjects take warning 
how they offend him who ſitteth upon the Tyrone! Let 
them recollect that he is of a different, nay purer, ſpecies 
from them, that his power and attributes are ſo GODDLIKR, 
that any perſon is guilty of High Treaſon, and merits a vi- 
olent Death here, and eternal Puniſhment hereafter, If he 
imagines only in theught, the Death of this Perſonage. 
T herefore repent all ye who have had any ſhare in this day's 
outrage, leſt He, whoſe Repreſentative you have inſulted, 
deſtroy you, and your ſeed after you, as we are told, has 
happened to other ffiff-necked and rebellious generations 

in days of old, 1 1 8 | 
Of what has tranſpired upon the Examination of the per- 
ſons taken up, for the infult committed on '! hurſday, we 
ſhall ſay but little, except that moſt of the Witneſſes againſt 
them are known Ariſtocrats, and of the Reſpectable Claſs 
of Runners, &c. The King's Footman depoſed that he 
ſaw the Ball paſs him, that was ſhot from the Window in 
: Margaret. 
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Margaret - Street. If Serjeant Catchball from Valenciennes 


had been preſent, no doubt he would have ſtopped it. The 
King's Coachman like ſome others honeſtly confetled, chat 


he never was fo frightened in his Life. 


To crown the whole; a Proclamation has appeared from 
the Miniſtry, offering a reward of a 7bouſand Pounds to wy 
Informer on making diſcovery of any Perſon, who had the 
Mietedneſi to condemn, our hcaven-born Miniſter, or ſnewed 
their diffatisfaftion at this preſent quſt and neceſſary War, or 
Who vociferated Bread, Bread, Peace, Peace, &c. Wc. on 
that day of horror, And even though the perſons concern- 
ed are admitted to partake of the reward for impeaching 
their fellows, and who are ſuppoſed to be of the /owe/! and 
moſt zuretched of the Swini/h Multitude, it has not, as yet pro- 
duced any effect. | 


De Martial Proceſſion to Covent Garden 
Theatre, on the Evening of the goth. 


JU to the ſurprize of the Public at large, who were 

* witneſſes to the rage of the populace, on the preceed- 
ing day, the known deſign of the KING to go to the Play- 
houſe was not ſet aſide, the reaſon of it was laid to be (ac- 
£ording to the hired news- writers) his confidence in his 
people : but in fact ſo numerous were the Guards of Horſe 
and Foot, the Conſtables and Thieftakers, called out on 
the occafion, that no other people were allowed to approach 
within a Street's length of the Coach. Many of the peace- 

able inhabitants that attempted to paſs on their lawful oc- 

caſions, were trampled upon, and cut by the Cavalry, a 

"Hackney Coachman received ſo many wounds that his life 
was deſpaired of. Several perſons too were taken up for 
damning, and others for hi//jing a KING, whoſe ' goodneſs and 

- charity to the poor they had no conception of! In ſhort, the 

wicked rabble, were very properly deceived, as their Sove- 

reign was brought a different way from that which he uſu- 

ally took: and, from the great number of Soldiers and 

_ Conſtables, the whole Proceſſion muſt have appeared to a 
2 a anger 
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 Kfrranger, more like the conveyance of a Criminal to the place 
of Execution, than any other parade, Even in the Playhouſe 
were the hiſſings of the diſaffected again heard, till their 
rebellious noiſes were;drowned, by the loyal ſhoutings, of all 
that were admitted with orders; all the Placemen and Pen- 
feoners, all the Servants of the Houſe, and the whole Band 
' Mufic, whoſe Inftruments were forced to repeat the well- 
.nown ſoynds of God ſave the King, till the ears of the fac- 
tious were made to tingle; yea, and many of the hiſſers 
were knocked down, and thruſt out of the houſe. It was 
alſo reported that a perſon in the habit of taking up com- 
mon thieves, attempted to addreſs the audience in behalf of 
geod order, but that he was filenced by the cry of of, off. — 


Left we ſhould be accuſed of partiality and prejudice, we 
ſhall cloſe our Narrative by a paragraph from the London 
Recorder, a Paper which if not in the intereſt of the Ad- 
miniſtrators of Government, we ſhould abſolutely ſuppoſe 
that it meant to degrade and burleſque the whole buſineſs. — 
The Stile is pure rhapſody or rhodomantade, and 1s literally 
and verbally as follows, 5 


* On Friday evening their Majeſties, and three of the 
Princeſſes, went to Covent-Garden Theatre, when the 
burſt of rapture which greeted their approach muſt have 
been heard to be felt. A thunder of , ae ruſhed from 
every part of the Houſe. When their Majeſties retired, 
every eye and every heart ſeemed to follow them, and every 
voice and hand were in uniſon, While the Princeſſes wait- 
ed, the Duke of York's march was called for, and the au- 
dience took a novel mode of approving it—that of beating 
time with clapping hands, vehement but regular. The 
acclamations of the whole evening were like the balm of 
| Gilead to heal the wounded ſpirit of royalty, which had 
been deeply pierced by the outrage of "Thurſday, Their 
Majeſties came to the Theatre by way of Southampton- 
ſtreet, and returned through Long-acre, Never was the 
Royal Family ſo ſtrongly guarded to a place of amuſement ; 
the eſcort to and from the Theatre, conſiſted of 200 horſe 
and 100 foot-guards, aided by the civil power, to the number 
of 500 conſtables: near ten thouſand people aſſembled as 
ſpectators, but were not permitted even to approach the ad- 
.Jacent ftreets, by the exertions of the Military, who, ſpar- 
ing neither age nor ſex, trod under foot, and wounded ſę- 
veral perſons with their ſabres. 
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8 Now comes a contraſt to this extreme, this ſupple loyal- 


ty, in the oppoſite conduct of the audience of Drury-Lanc, 
or, as it has been called, the National Theatre, on Satur- 
day Night. © Here, (ſays that enlighten'd paper, the Sun, 
the Muficians treated the call of the houſe for the tune of 
Cad fave the King, with contempt ; and the curtain was evi- 
gently drawn up ſooner than uſual, to prevent a repetition 
of it; and even when obliged to play this conſtitutional 


air, they evinced the moſt indecent reluctance, and perform - 


ed it in ſo ſpititleſs a manner, as to excite the indignation 
of all who obſerved their conduct, | 


When the Muſic ceaſed to play, the words of the Song 
were called for: and, "ſtrange to tell ! all the Singers, ex- 
cept Storace, evinced the ſame reluctance as the MoRcidns : 
the centraſt between the 1nfipic manner in which Young 
Banniſter ſang it, and his energetic delivery of the Songs in 
the farce, was too ſtriking to eſcape the attention of the moſt 
careleſs obſerver. The diſpoſition of the audience (it is 
added) was far different from that of the Band; as every 
perſon, except a dozen or two of the London CoRRESPOND= 


IN SOCIETY ftood up, white the Mufic played.” 


The real Truth ſeems to be, that this Dozen or two of 


the Correſponding Society was the greateſt part of the Audi- 
ence, and that the Reluctanee of the Performers aroſe from 


the perſuaſion that this Call was by no means the ſenſe of 


the Houle at large. | 


We muſt cloſe our account by relating another outrage 
upon the Defender of the Faith, (according to “ the SUN”) 
on his return from Covent-Garden on Friday Night. 


A wretch, (notwithſtanding the dreadful note of Prepa- 


ration, and the numerous Guards that attended) threw ano- 


ther Stone at the ſacred Coach: but owing to the darkneſs of 
the night, it was impoſhble to diſcover from whence it came, 


To conclude. A general Spirit of Iiſatuation ſeems to 
have poſſeſſed all ranks of People out of place and unpenſioned; 
otherwiſe they never could have lifted a hand, or uttered a 
word againſt a Monarch, who, while he enjoys A MILLION 


per Tear (fixed Wages), beſides the Profits on Farming, and 


from the Sale of Pigs, Sheep, Paultry, Eggs, Shim'd- Milk, Wc. 
Sc. would never permit a ſingle Debt to remain unpaid, or 


the exiſtence of one Object in Diſireſs, in the whole NAT10N, - 


/ be knew it. ES MN 
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